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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 



Claims 11-13, 16-19, 21, 27-29 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Ichinose ("Ichinose", US 6,819,990). 



As per claim 1 1 , Ichinose teaches a control system (1 ) for a motor vehicle, said 
system comprising: 

a manual operating device having a plurality of adjustment degrees of freedom 
selecting and activating entries in a menu structure having a plurality of menu levels 
(Column 2 lines 16-36, touch pad), 
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a screen display having a plurality of active display areas for displaying the menu 
structure, the active display areas each comprising at least one field for displaying one 
of the entries 



, wherein a first plurality of said entries being arranged in a second display area 
which is in the form of a list in one of said active display areas on at least one menu 
level (see figure 3A above second display area), and 

an (n+ 1)th display area activated and displayed by activating at least one of said 
entires in an nth display area, wherein the (n+1)th display area is displayed beside the 
nth display area ( see figure 6 below, by activating 60 in the display area, all displays 
are shifted downward Column 3 lines 45-60) 




multiple display 
areas 
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or in 
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such a manner that it at least partially overlaps the nth display area, on the screen 
display in the active display area, and wherein n is a natural number ( whole number of 
displays). 

As per claim 1 2, Ichinose teaches the control system as claimed in claim 1 1 , 
wherein the (n+1)th display area is displayed on the screen display on the basis of 
available free space (Figure 6, wherein all display area cannot be displayed therefore a 
user must shift the display area into focus ). 

As per claim 1 3, Ichinose teaches the control system as claimed in claim 1 1 , 
wherein the (n+l)th display area is in the form of a list having at least one entry (Figure 
3a, telephone screen). 

As per claim 16, Ichinose teaches the control system as claimed in claim 15, 
wherein the (n+ 1 )th display area, which is in the form of a list, shifts the plurality of said 
entries in the list of the nth display area downward or upward in the case of a vertical list 
or to the left or right in the case of a horizontal list (Figure 3B, up and down). 



As per claim 17, Ichinose teaches the control system as claimed in claim 15, 
wherein the (n+ 1)th display area has the same width as the nth display area (Figure 6). 
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As per claim 18, Ichinose teaches the control system as claimed in claim 1 1 , 
wherein the (n+ 1 )th display area is in the form of a parameter area for setting a 
parameter (Figure 3b, adjusting the volume). 

As per claim 19, Ichinose teaches the control system as claimed in claim 18, 
wherein the (n+ 1)th display area, which is in the form of a parameter area replaces the 
entry, which activates it, in the list of the nth display area (Figure 6). 



As per claim 21 , Ichinose teaches the control system as claimed in claim 12, 
wherein the (n+ 1 )th display area is in the form of a list having at least one entry (Figure 
3b, telephone entries list). 

As per claim 27, Ichinose teaches the control system as claimed in claim 16, 
wherein the (n+ 1 )th display area has the same width as the nth display area (Figure 6). 

As per claim 28, Ichinose teaches the control system as claimed in claim 12, 
wherein the (n+ 1 )th display area is in the form of a parameter area for setting a 
parameter (Figure 3b, adjusting the volume). 
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As per claim 29, Ichinose teaches the control system as claimed in claim 13, 
wherein the (n+ 1 )th display area is in the form of a parameter area for setting a 
parameter (Figure 3b, adjusting the volume). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 20 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ichinose 
("Ichinose", US 6,819,990). 

As per claim 20, Ichinose fails to teach the control system as claimed in claim 1 1 , 
wherein at least a last activated display area which was activated last is closed by 
operating the manual operating means with an adjustment degree of freedom which is 
orthogonal to the orientation of the entries in the last activated display area wherein all 
of the activated display areas are simultaneously closed in the case of an operating 
direction away from the triggering display area, 

and only the last activated display area is closed by an operation toward the 
triggering display area, and wherein the triggering display area is activated for a new 
selection of an entry. However, Official notice is taken that forward and back buttons to 
open and close the most recently used item is notoriously well known in the art. 
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Therefore it would have been obvious to an artisan at the time of the invention to 
combine the current teaching with the system of Ichinose. Motivation to do so would 
have been to allow a user to quickly revert to a previous state in case of an accidental 
manual operating move. 

Claims 14-15, 22-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Ichinose ("Ichinose", US 6,819,990) in view of Bereiter et al ("Bereiter", US 
5917492). 



As per claim 14, Ichinose fails to teach the n+1th display area partially 
overlapping a plurality of display areas. However, Bereiter teaches the control system 
as claimed in claim 1 1 , wherein the (n+l)th display area at least partially overlaps a 
plurality of display areas (Column 10 lines 16-35). Therefore it would have been obvious 
to an artisan at the time of the invention to combine the teaching of Bereiter with the 
system of Ichinose. Motivation to do so would have been to utilize the given display 
area while still maintaining an overview of entire menu hierarchy. 

As per claim 15, Ichinose-Bereiter teaches the control system as claimed in claim 
1 1 , wherein the (n+l)th display area is displayed within the nth display area (Bereiter, 
Column 10 lines 16-35) . 
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As per claim 16, Ichinose-Bereiter teaches the control system as claimed in claim 

12, wherein the (n+ 1)th display area at least partially overlaps a plurality of display 
areas (Bereiter, Column 10 lines 16-35). 

As per claim 23, Ichinose-Bereiter teaches the control system as claimed in claim 

13, wherein the (n+l)th display area at least partially overlaps a plurality of display areas 
(Bereiter, Column 10 lines 16-35). 

As per claim 24, Ichinose-Bereiter teaches the control system as claimed in claim 

12, wherein the (n+ 1)th display area is displayed within the nth display area (Bereiter, 
Column 10 lines 16-35). 

As per claim 25, Ichinose-Bereiter teaches the control system as claimed in claim 

13, wherein the (n+l)th display area is displayed within the nth display area. 

As per claim 26, Ichinose-Bereiter teaches the control system as claimed in claim 

14, wherein the (n+ 1)th display area is displayed within the nth display area (Bereiter, 
Column 10 lines 16-35). 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to RYAN F. PITARO whose telephone number is 
(571)272-4071 . The examiner can normally be reached on 9:00am - 5:30pm Mondays 
through Fridays. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Dennis Chow can be reached on 571-272-7767. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Ryan F Pitaro/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2174 



